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to pass under any suffrage, has been due to the
mistakes and divisions of their opponents far more
than to any popular preference for themselves ;
while any attempt to revive old Tory principles
has met with speedy discomfiture on an appeal to
the democratic vote. Even the office for whose
tenure they held no sacrifice too great has had to
be shared with dissentient Liberals, and the
coalitions which, according to Disraeli, England
does not love have been used to strengthen the
position of those on whom the mantle of this
modern Hebrew prophet has fallen.

Before the working classes could enter into
possession of their new privileges the organisations
that had led them to victory found their very exist-
ence put in peril. An outrage perpetrated at
Sheffield in October, 1866, by order of a Trade
Union, coming as it did after a long series of
similar atrocities, excited public opinion to fresh
manifestations of hostility against the system of
which they were held to be the inevitable result,
and led to the appointment of a Royal Commission
for the investigation of the whole subject. Under
promise of impunity certain witnesses were induced
to come forward and give a circumstantial narra-
tive of the crimes committed by themselves or at
their instigation in order to compel non-unionist
workmen " to join the Union or to punish them for
their refusal." The means of coercion ranged
from putting needles into the brick-makers' clay
for the purpose of injuring their hands to blowing
up their houses with gunpowder or shooting them
dead. Sheffield had the worst record for outrages ;